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Kathleen Lennard, President of the American Women’s Welfare
Association, spends time with Tsurue Takavasu (86), a day-service user
of the Ryokujuen Welfare Facility for senior citizens in Okinawa City,
during AWWA's visit to the facility on October 2. (See pages 6-7 for story)
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Thank you to our friends

Brigadier General Timothy R. Larsen
Commanding General, Marine Corps Base Camp S.D. Butler

As we publish our second issue of “Okina Wa” magazine | wish to
express my gratitude to the many Okinawan people who responded
so positively to the first edition of the magazine. Your kind words of
praise for the magazine have touched our hearts. It confirmed that
our efforts to reach out to the Okinawan com-
munity via the magazine have been well worth-
while.

I want to encourage our readers to keeping
sending us responses, questions and comments.
We also welcome your story ideas and input as
it improves our magazine and helps us better
understand the perspectives of our Okinawan
friends.

Many people expressed surprise at how
many events and community activities are ac-
tually conducted between the U.S. Marine Corps
and Okinawan communities. As Commander
of Marine Corps Base Camp Butler, | am very
pleased that our Marines, Sailors and their fam-
ily members are regularly participating in pro-
grams or events to benefit the people of
Okinawa. It is our way of a making a positive
contribution as members of the community.
“Okina Wa” magazine is one way we commu-
nicate the good things that the Okinawans and
U.S. Marines do for one another. By helping each other, we strengthen
the bonds of understanding and friendship between us.

| feel a strong personal connection with the Okinawan people. As
a U.S. Marine | have been stationed here four times and have devel-
oped many friendships through the years. | have learned to appreciate
the friendliness, culture and history of Okinawa. It is my strong de-
sire to help our service members and their families build their own
bridges of friendship with the people of Okinawa. “Okina Wa” maga-
zine lists many activities where Americans and Okinawans can meet
each other and build friendships.

Many good stories are in this second issue of the magazine. This
issue’s cover story features the generous efforts of the American
Women'’s Welfare Association. This organization has donated ap-
proximately $2 million in the last ten years to many worthy causes
including Okinawan charities. The magazine also highlights the im-
portant work that local Okinawan scholars and Marine Corps Base
staff archeologists are conducting together to unearth Okinawa’s an-
cient history. Other stories talk about young Marines who volunteer
their time to beautify the home of Okinawan senior citizens, the visit
of Japanese Diet Members to observe Marine training in California,
sporting activities, base festivals, and future events that Okinawan and
Marine families can enjoy together. We hope you will enjoy the maga-
zine and join us in one or more of the many activities mentioned in
this issue.

To submt questions, comments or ideas for the nagazi ne,
pl ease feel free to ~cont act us at
paoedi t or @ctbbut | er. usnt. ml .
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Friendship continues between
Kin Town and Camp Hansen
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Tsuyoshi Gibu
Kin Town Mayor

Over the years, Kin Town
and Camp Hansen have built a
friendship based upon mutual ex-
change.

The majority of the U.S. mili-
tary facilities in Kin were built in
1945 as frontline bases in the battle
against the Japanese Army. The
U.S. military facilities in Kin Town
today consist of Camp Hansen,
Kin Blue Beach Training Area,
Kin Red Beach Training Area and
Ginbaru Training Area and oc-
cupy approximately 60% of the
town’s land area. The town’s popu-
lation is 10,400. The total number of the town residents is 16,400
when combined with the estimated 6,000 U.S. Marines and sailors
attached to Camp Hansen. Many of the Marines and Sailors continu-
ously contribute to the beautification of Kin Town through volun-
teer activities such as cleaning up the beaches, parks, welfare facilities
and streets. Additionally, performances by the 111 MEF Band and
participation of Marines in Okinawa-style sumo have become a regular
part of the Kin Town Festival each summer.

A large cooperative effort between our communities also took
place in 2000 when Kin Town sought to commemorate the centenial
of the first group of Okinawan emmigrants. Kin Town had a great
number of emmigrants prior to WWII. Kyuzo Toyama, the pioneer
of the town and the father of Okinawan emigrants, sent off the first
group in December 1899. The group successfully landed in Hawaii
in January 1900. When our town decided to conduct a Centennial
Commemorative Project in Hawaii to celebrate the anniversary, the
U.S. Marine Corps and Navy provided the support to transport the
tomb of Kyuzo Toyama and an 18-ton Centennial Stone Monument
from Kin Town to Hawaii. | am certain that their considerable coop-
eration, along with the symbols of the Okinawan emigrants in Ha-
waii, will be remembered by many people.

Also, last year, another example of our friendship took place.
Kin Town’s Kin-Namisato Tug-of-war was held for the first time in
five years. This very traditional event was truly enjoyed by both Kin
residents and many Marines from Camp Hansen.

Through numerous events as described above, Kin Town and
Camp Hansen have been promoting friendship with each other. I am
very happy with this good relationship and intend to maintain it in
the future. The true meaning of friendship is to accept each other’s
culture and deepen the relationship at the individual level through
exchanges. Therefore, | hope all the young Marines and Sailors sta-
tioned in Okinawa learn Okinawan culture and history and take an
active role in exchange activities with the local communities. Through
mutual understanding and trust, | hope to contribute to the continu-
ing development of the Japan-U.S. friendship.
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Japan sends political leaders to
observe Marine Corps training

000
000

1

Story and Photo by Gunnery Sgt. Matt Hevezi

(CAMP PENDLETON, Calif., Aug 16) — Five Japanese Diet members toured two
Southern California Marine Corps installations Aug.15-16 to learn firsthand how Marines op-
erate at stateside bases.

After visiting the Marine Corps Air Station at Miramar, Calif., and learning about the jets
and helicopters that operate out of one of the Corps’ busiest air bases, the group toured Camp
Pendleton. Their mission was to observe combat training, meet senior commanders and find
out a little more about the kind of men and women who would support combat operations
and risk their lives if ever called to protect Japan as part of the U.S.-Japan security treaty. There
are more than 37,000 Marines based at Pendleton.

Shortly before observing live-fire machine gun training, the Diet members sat tableside
with 1st Marine Expeditionary Force Deputy Commander, Brig.Gen. Keith J Stadler, as one
of his officers briefed how | MEF Marines train, operate and provide senior combatant com-
manders a powerful war-ready force for short-notice assignments worldwide. Many Pendleton
Marines are combat veterans, having just returned from missions in Afghanistan.

Much of the briefing outlined post-9/11challenges now facing Marine commanders. Stadler
explained how the Corps is meeting the challenges and told Diet members that Marines must
simultaneously prepare for unconventional warfare while still maintaining the abilitiy to fight a
conventional war. Stadler said recent combat in Afghanistan was mostly conventional, but that
the Corps is developing new ways to fight on unconventional battlefields.

LtCol. Mark VanKan, a | MEF planning officer, said | MEF is the largest of the Corps’
three major combat forces. Outlining the unit's mission, he said | MEF must work aggressively
with private industry and sister services to develop new technologies, tactics, and warfighting
concepts.

The tour marked a first for Diet members Yasuhisa Shiozaki, Yoshitaka Shindo, Yasuaki
Yamaguchi, Yoshitaka Sakurada and Mikio Shimoji. All agreed that such tours are vital educa-
tion for Japan’s political leaders given the close relationship between Japan and the U.S. on
defense and security. They pledged support to encourage other Japanese leaders to attend a
future tour. The US. Marine Corps intends to make this tour an annual event for Japanese Diet
members as well as local officials from Okinawa Prefecture.

“It is very important to know how military commanders think,” Shiozaki said. “If we end
up asking for U.S. support [in a crisis situation], we will have a better understanding of how the
Marines operate.

“In order for Japan to have better security, we have to get to know so many things,”
Shiozaki said. “This trip for me was a good chance to get to know Marines. “I'm sure this will
help us in the future policy-making process on the security front.”
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Kinser observes 9711 with
patriotic art, entertainment
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Story and Photo by Staff Sgt. Nathan L. Hanks Jr.

Artists from throughout Japan, local Okinawan cultural groups and enter-
tainers, and servicemembers and families gathered at Camp Kinser Sept. 14.
to commemorate the first anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks
on New York and WashingtonD.C. The cultural presentation, known as Heart
to Heart Okinawa 9/11”, was organized by the Asian Cultural Exchange As-
sociation, supported by the Japan Foundation, and hosted by Col. Danny L.
Brush, camp commander, Camp Kinser.

According to Ms. Etsuko Abe, president of the Asian Cultural Exchange
Association, the presentation was not only to commemorate the attacks but
also to designate Sept. 11 as a day of cultural sharing.

“The Asian Cultural Exchange Association held the event to promote
mutual understanding, build relationships and foster our longstanding part-
nership (with the U.S.),” Abe said.

“I have hoped to build a strong relationship in the world through culture
in order to banish terror attacks. | am pleased to hold this event supported by
many people. This event should be a very significant one,” Abe added.

After a slide show of the attacks and a moment of silence honoring those
who lost their lives, the audience was entertained with patriotic songs by a
Kinser Elementary School kindergarten class and the Kinser Chapel Gospel
class. In addition, an Okinawa duo named Aile sang their theme song, “Living
Together”.

Paintings and flower arrangements were displayed to entertain guests. Some
participated in Japanese Tea Ceremony demonstrations.

“The program and the exhibits we are privileged to see today remind us
of the appreciation that all people share for art and beauty,” said Brig. Gen.
Timothy R. Larsen, commanding general, Marine Corps Base Camp S.D. Butler,
Okinawa. “These expressions bring light to the dark events of just one year
past.”

Visitors also observed Taiko Drummers from Nakanishi Elementary School
as they performed a traditional Ryukyuan dance. The final act for the event
was a special performance by the Fumio Yara Trio, a famous Okinawan Jazz Band.

“When | heard about the event, | volunteered to play because | thought it
was for a good purpose,” said Fumio Yara, founder of the Trio .

Yara, a well-known pianist and jazz artist, also said he wanted to play be-
cause of a special memory he had while visiting New York.

“Twelve years ago | ran the New York Marathon. After | completed the
run, | had dinner on the 106th floor
of the World Trade Center,” he said.

In March, Yara visited New York
and delivered a message to Michael
R. Bloomberg, mayor of New York
City, on behalf of Takeshi Onaga,
mayor of Naha City.

According to Yara, the message
was of condolences and a wish for a
quick recovery for New York and the
American people.

As the jazz band brought the day
to a close, one visitor expressed how
the cultural presentation affected her.

“What this event represents to me
is how the tragedy of 9/11 affected
not only the American people but
other people throughout the world,”
said Johnetta Spivey, a Marine wife.
“| think it was wonderful that these
gracious people of Okinawa and Ja-
pan came and showed us how much
they cared and that they too mourned
and were hurt by what happened on
that unfortunate day. The exhibits
were wonderful. I loved the flower show as well as the arts.”

Fumo Yara, founder of the Fumo Yara Trio Jazz Band, perforns a song
as the final act of the Heart to Heart (kinava 911 evert.

[ Heart to Heart Okinawa 9/110 0000000000 O0OOOOO
JoDod0oooooooogoog

oooooooooo L.O0ooo0Jr.0000d

gobooobooboobobbobooboobobooboobogon
opopooboooboboobobouoesbnnooobooboobogoo
gp.c.bibooboboOobooO0obbOO0b0bOO0b0DbOOn0DOOHeart to
Heart Okinawa 971100 90 1400000000000 0000OO
opooooo
goboooboooonocoooboooobobooboboobobon
goboobboobooboobobooboboobL.obboboon
ooboooooooog
gobooobooobooobooboobobennooooon
goboobooboobooboobooboobooboon
goooobooboobogon
oobooooooooooboooo0oboboobooooDbo
gooboooobooooboooobobooooboobooooboboooo
gobooboobooboomooooooboooobobooobogoo
gobooobooobooobooboobooboobooboon
gobooboobooboobbobooboooboooboooon
oooo
gobooobooboooboobooboobobooboobogn
goboobooboobooboobobboobooboon
O000000oooooooooo Al OoomMmoooodd
gobooobooobooooobooon
gobooobooboobooboobooboobobon
goboooboooooboobooboooboooon
goooobooobooboboob rR.OODDOODOOmMIODO
goboobooboobooboobbooboobooboon
goboooobooooooboooboobooboomoobooo
goboboooobiooooboooooboooobobooooobooooon
gobog
gobooobooooboboobooboobooboooo
gobooooboobboooobooobooooooooobobooo
oo
gooooobooooooooboobooboobooboobo
gobooboobooboobobogboobbooobogo
gboboooooboobobobobobooooobooobon
gobooobooooooboobooboobooboobogo
goboobmizoboooooooooooboobooboon
ooooooobooboooooooieebbooooooom
gooooooobogn
gobobooobooobo
gooooooooooon
goooooooooboooon
goooobooobooobo
goooobooobooobo
goooooooooooo
gboooooooboooboon
googooog
9/110 000000000
g gobooooogo
U gobooooogo
O oooobooooogo
obooooooobbooomob
gobooobooobooobo
googooooooboooon
gboooooobooon
gobooobooobooobo
gooooooooobogon
gooooooooobooon
goboobooboobon
gooooooboomon
goboobooboobogon



AWWA contributes to the health
and welfare of Okinawans for
more than 30 years
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Story and photos by Judi Free
American Women'’s Welfare Association

Lending a helping hand to people in need is an integral and valued
element of American culture. Even when far from home and living in a
foreign country, most U.S. citizens try to make time in their busy lives to
contribute in some way to their community. For over thirty years, the
American Women’s Welfare Association (AWWA) has been doing just
that, forging a vital link between American military families and our
Okinawan neighbors. Founded by U.S. Forces wives’ clubs in 1972,
AWWA has been quietly fostering a relationship with the Okinawan
community through charitable donations, friendship, and community
involvement.

AWWA offers a way for American volunteers to contribute to the
health and welfare of both the citizens of our host country as well as
our fellow military families. Comprised of six military spouses
associations, AWWA includes the Army Women’s Group, the Kadena
Officers’ Spouses’ Club, the Kadena Enlisted Spouses’ Club, the Naval
Officers’ Spouses’ Club Okinawa, the Marine Enlisted Spouses’ Club,
and the Marine Officers’ Spouses’ Club.

Each of AWWA's member clubs raises money in their own way, but
the most popular are thrift shops and gift shops. By operating these
volunteer-staffed stores, and also by hosting a myriad of other fund raising
events, including golf tournaments and art auctions, the clubs are able
to raise tens of thousands of dollars each year. These funds are then
combined and consolidated through AWWA. This pooling of resources
allows the clubs to make a greater impact on the community than they
could have individually, enabling them to fund many large projects
simultaneously.
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Stoshi Shimnzu, Drector of Fureal no Sato, afacility for the nent a | y-disabl ed in Myako Island, thanked AW WA for donating a bus to the
fadlity. Ater receiving arequest in 1999, AW WA nenbers returned to the Island to present the bus in February of this year.
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Since 1972, AWWA representatives have met on the fourth Wednesday
of each month to evaluate requests for donations and to pledge funds to
both local Japanese welfare facilities and American organizations. In the
last ten years alone, AWWA has contributed approximately $2,000,000
to local worthy causes. These funds have been used to purchase everything
from vehicles, to wheelchairs, to baby blankets.

Most of AWWA's donations to American groups are used for
programs that benefit and enhance the lives of children in the military
community. The money given to Japanese groups is most often used to
aid the handicapped, orphans, and the elderly. AWWA representatives
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visit many Okinawan nursing homes, facilities for
the mentally and physically handicapped, and health
care organizations each year, allowing them to foster
relationships with each facility’s staff and patients.
And while AWWA has an amazing volunteer
translator, Chieko Getz, when they visit these
facilities and meet the people they serve first-hand,
it doesn't take words to make new friends and touch
each other’s lives.

“I admire the volunteer spirit of AWWA and their
energy,” said Yoshiko Nakamura, Director at “Mihara
no Sato” facility for the physically handicapped. After
finding out about the AWWA, “Mihara no Sato” made
a request for a kiln donation, which was realized in
2001. Residents and daily visitors take pottery-making
classes as a part of recreational and rehabilitation
activities provided at the facility. “To find something
to look forward to is very important for the people

“I admire the volunteer spirit
of AWWA and their energy.
To find something to look
forward to is very important
for the people who come here.
The kiln helps them find more

reasons for coming here.”
- Yoshiko Nakamura, Mihara no Sato Director
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who come here. Having the kiln helps them find more
reasons for coming here,” said Nakamura. “We’'ll treasure it,” said one resident,
while working on the next masterpiece of pottery art.

Because of the military lifestyle, most Americans who volunteer with
AWWA are only on Okinawa for a few years. Although the faces may
change, the relationships with the local facilities and staff that AWWA
has fostered live on. For example, AWWA has been contributing money
to the Okinawa General Health Association(OGHA) since the 1970s,
supporting the Double Cross campaign to wipe out tuberculosis, as well
as recently funding the purchase of a portable, digital, ultrasound machine
used to detect breast cancer. OGHA conducts medical exams and
provides patients with information on the prevention of disease—their
mission is to establish good health for the citizens of Okinawa.

In a letter thanking AWWA members for their contributions, the staff
of OGHA said, “You have been
very supportive of facilities that
need assistance.... The ultrasound
machine you purchased has helped
2900 people so far, and we found
7 people with cancer with it.
Because of this wonderful
machine, we were able to treat them
and save their lives. Thank you for
your activities and support.”

To learn more about the
AWWA, make a donation or
request a donation, please contact
us via email at
AWWAOKkinawa@ Yahoo.com, or
send a letter to PSC 557 PO BOX
794, FPO AP 96379-0794.
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Fum Taira (90), a resident at
Seishika no Mri Senior dtizens
Hone, |shigaki |Island, wel cones
Brenda Yonnes, an AW WA nmem
ber, a areceptionhedd for AW WA
nmenber sin February.
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Big Brothers and Sisters make
big splash at Oura Wan Beach
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gooooooooooon

Story and photo by Lance Cpl. John F. Silwanus

The 7th Annual Camp Schwab Big Brother’s/Big Sister’s Day Aug.
17 welcomed children and their chaperones from the Nago City Single
Mother's/Widow’s Welfare Association to spend a day with service
members at Oura Wan Beach. Sixty-five children ranging from in-
fants to teenagers and 49 adults came from the Nago City AMWWA
to be a part of the day’s festivities.

“This is a great opportunity for
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these children to see the Marines and
play with male role models,” said
Tomiko Yonamine, president, Nago
City Single Mother's/Widow’s Welfare
Association. “The kids are so happy
to have these one-day fathers and
brothers during this event.”

Service members from units
throughout the base volunteered their
Saturday afternoon to spend time with
the children. Navy Lt. Cmdr. Timo-
thy R. Eichler, event organizer on
Camp Schwab, said he asked for 50
volunteers and was amazed with the
turnout of 300 big brothers and sis-
ters.

The children arrived in the morn-
ing, and after a brief welcome from
Eichler, they paired with a service
member and began playing on the
beach. The water activities continued
until the lunch bell rang. Food and
games were provided largely by the
United Services Organization. The
children and service members then
enjoyed several games, including
smashing watermelons and whacking
at a pinata.

“We have been involved with this for several years, and each year it
gets better,” said Kathy Hayes, marketing director, USO Japan. “We
try to mix it up and give the children something different every year.”

The children were able to see the service members as more than
just men in green uniforms. They were able to see the softer “human”
side of the “Big Green Machine,” according to Petty Officer 3rd Class
Robert Alicandro, corpsman, G Company, 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment, 3rd Marine Division.

“| think this is a great event because it shows the local population
that those on Camp Schwab are fathers, brothers, uncles, etc.,” said
the Twentynine Palms, Calif. native, who has a three-year-old in the
U.S. “It shows them that we can be service members and fathers at
the same time.”

“This experience will become one of the fondest for the children
because of their one-day brothers,” Yonamine said. “It will help them
to gain the dream of living their life to be a good person. Today will
be very instrumental in their development into good persons.”

Lance (pl. Jaygee Ml vat, Assalt Anphi bious Vehicle crewman,
Assadt Anphi bi ous Vehicle Gonpany, 3rd Gonhet Assallt Bt dim
JdMrire Dvision, a Dededo, Guamnative, tosses a footbal |
wth Kouga Mt ayoshi (2) fromthe NCSMWWA dringthe Bg
Bother 'sBg Sster's Day at Qura Wan Beach Aug. 17.
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CAMP HANSEN
FRIENDSHIP FESTIVAL
OOooOooOooooono Aug-14&15

O000O00O00000O0O0O
&
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Kin Town Festival
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Lance ol . Jimmy Davie, Headquarters Conpany, 7h
Gonmuni cation Battalion, |1l Mrine Expeditionary Force,
shows of f a pink chick he won in a gane to Tai ra Chi saka and
her sister fromkin Tomn. Cavie tried to showthe sisters how
to hand e the chick gently.
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Photo: Lance Gol. John F. S 1vanus

Anette Miler, a Mrine wfe fromGanp Hansen, dances to an Cki nanan
tune during a st age perfornance entitled “Everybody, Dance!”, one of the
hdligts o the anuad Kn Tom Festival .
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Fhoto: Sgt. Gris Hiksen
Hospi t al man Mel i ssa Bartel son, corpsman,
Ganp Hansen Medical dinic, puts face part on
Anna Luna whil e her nother, Wakako, wat ches
during the Ganp Hansen Friendshi p Festival .
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During a perfornance at the Kn Town Festiva,
the 111 Mrine Exped tionary Force Band sel ected
Carnen Adasne, a Chile-native Kin Town
resident, toconduct one of its songs. The |1 | ME-
Band has becone a famliar face in the Town' s
Festival, as they have perforned there for the
past 10 years.
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Marine Corps archaeologists
strive to preserve cultural
resources on Okinawa

HEMA DB R=IC
MYBETBEEERZLFE

Kaori Tanahara
“Okina Wa” Editor

While the primary mission of the U.S. Marine Corps on Okinawa is to
preserve and protect security interests of the Unitd States and Japan, they also
work hard to preserve and protect the Okinawan cultural and historical assets
found within the perimeters of the bases there.

According to the Environmental Branch, Facility Engineer Division, Ma-
rine Corps Base Camp S.D. Butler, Okinawa, there are at least 232 sites within
the boundaries of U.S. Marine bases on Okinawa that have been identified as
having cultural and archaeological value.

Ranging from spiritual prayer sites to a 5,000-year-old shell mound, the
assets are scattered throughout Marine bases as if they were pieces to one big
puzzle, giving clues about how ancient Okinawans lived. In conjunction with
local municipalities and the Okinawa Prefectural Government, the Marine
Corps plays a key role in identifying
and preserving these significant assets.

ooooomonon

The overseers of those efforts,
which center around test digs and
excavations, are achaeologists Eric =
Williams and Masayuki Yonaha.

“Archaeological test digs and
excavations have become a normal
part of daily operations on Marine
Corps installations in Okinawa,”
said Williams.

With part of Camp Lester
scheduled to be returned to Japan
in 2003, Chatan Town and the Ma-
rine Corps have conducted 350 test
digs there between 1995 and 1997
— a necessary step before blue
prints for development are drawn.
Based on collected data, nine sites
have been identified as having ar-
chaeological value.

Meanwhile, more than 1,000
test digs have been performed at
MCAS Futenma since 1999 by the
Naha Defense Facilities Adminis-
tration Bureau, OPG and Ginowan
City in conjunction with the Ma-
rine Coprs. According to the
Ginowan City Board of Education,
another 660 test digs are scheduled
for this year alone.

Commenting about the fact
that there are two archaeologists
working on Marine Corps bases in
Okinawa, Kenji Tomon, chief researcher for the Culture Department, Chatan
Town Board of Education, said “I feel the town’s treasures are in good hands.”

In an attempt to raise awareness about the importance of preserving these
resources, Williams and Yonaha provide classes and tours for Japanese and
the U.S. military populations. On August 15, the Marine Corps Base Environ-
mental Branch invited 17 Japanese and 10 Americans in charge of environ-
mental protection on U.S. military bases throughout Japan to participate in
one of these tours. The group visited some of the most significant archaeo-
logical sites on Camp Lester, Camp Foster and MCAS Futenma. The tour was
part of a three-day Cultural Resource Management Course created to help
environmental personnel better protect and preserve cultural assets on U.S.
military installations both on Okinawa and mainland Japan. This was the first
time a field trip focusing primarily on archaeology had been provided.

“The CRM course was worth attending because it reaffirmed what the

. .
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by the Japan-US Joint GConmittee.

The Kiyuna Ga natural spring and prayer site on Ganp Foster was decl ared
a Ntionaly Rrotected Hstoric Structure by the Japanese Gover nnent
1994. The structure of the linestone constructed into wells, indicating
high level of technol ogy fromthe late Gusuku Reriod in the 15th century,
vas restored by Gnowan Gty in 2000 and designated as a joi nt-use area
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Japanese laws and regulations said regarding the preservation of cultural re-
sources,” said Tom Smith of Sasebo Navy Base. “We're put in a position of
trust by the Japanese Government, and having a better understanding helps
me to give better advice when called for consultation,” said Smith, upon com-
pleting the course.

During the tour, participants had an opportunity to visit the Ireibaru C
Site near the Chatan Town Office, where the excavation of a 5,000-year-old
human settlement was in progress. Excavation started four years ago as a
result of a series of test digs conducted between 1995 and 1997. The 50-foot-
deep dig site has produced artifacts ranging from the early Jomon Period
(6,000 years ago) to more recent times. Amongst those artifacts were pottery
pieces with the same decorative patterns found in Western Kyushu, Japan,
indicating an early connection between the people of mainland Japan and
Okinawa, according to Yonaha. Woven baskets with acorns still inside, a wooden
comb, stone tools and animal bones were also found at the site. The group
also visited natural springs, prayer sites and ancient tombs, all of which repre-
sent Okinawa’s spiritual culture.

One of the most impressive sites was Kiyuna Ga on Camp Foster. Will-
iams explained that the natural spring, consisting of two limestone wells, dem-
onstrates a high level of technology from the late Gusuku (Castle) Period of
Okinawan History in the 15" century. Supplying water mainly for Kiyuna
Village residents, it is said that Kiyuna Ga never became dry, even during the
worst of droughts. The larger of the two wells at Kiyuna Ga contains wash-
boards with small holes to store soap. The smaller well was specially desig-
nated for women to take baths. Restored by Ginowan City in 2000, Kiyuna
Ga was designated by the Japan-U.S. Joint Committee as a joint-use area and
still serves local citizens today. The Japanese Government also declared the
site a Nationally Protected Historic Structure. Ginowan City and the U.S. Marine
Corps manage the site.

Inspired by the restoration effort of Kiyuna
Ga, Williams and Yonaha have proposed the res-
toration of Chibu Ga, one of the old natural
springs sites located on Camp Foster. Located near
Gate 3 and dating back to the 17" century, Chibu
Ga was known for its abundant water, which was
said to remain at a pleasant temperature all year
around. People in the old Tamayose district would
come to Chibu Ga for daily water and also give
newborn babies their first baths there. When Camp
Foster was first built, the site, located on the side of
a steep slope, was unfortunately buried beneath a
mound of rubble and dirt. However, the water out-
let and the limestone walls reappeared in 1996.

According to records on Chatan history, the
water from Chibu Ga was used to irrigate rice nurs-
eries and helped bring prosperity to the local com-
munity for centuries.

“Restoration means better recognition of the
historical and cultural significance of the site, said
Tomon. “If successfully restored, people who used
to use the site will be very happy.”

The estimated cost of the restoration is ap-
proximately $70,000, according to Williams. “If
money for the restoration is approved by the De-
partment of Defense, work is expected begin next
summer,” Williams said.
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() This piece of pottery, aso found
a thelrebaru Csite vas idetified as
Sobat a type pottery, which orignates
in Wstern Kyusyu in the Early Jonon
Period (about 6,000 years ago).
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(lef ) Shinji Yarmauchi, Chatan Town

archaeol ogi st, and his col | eagues recently
unearthed various artifact s that showproof of
hunan settlenent at the Ire baru Cexcavation
site on Gnp Lester.
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(bel ow) Archaeol ogi st s d scovered this skul,
believed to be that of a young boar from4, 000
years ago a the Ireibaru Csite
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Marine family releases turtles in
memory of Okinawa

BEKREERIE, HEOE
WHBIZOIHAZHBER

Kaori Tanahara
“Okina Wa” Editor

Upon completing a tour of duty on Okinawa, Chief Warrant Officer
James A. Ford, band officer, 111 MEF Band, and his wife, Oneda, and daugh-
ter, Heather, participated in a sea turtle release at Senaga Beach, Tomishiro
City on August 10. As a farewell gesture for Chief Warrant Officer Ford and
his family, the release ceremony was sponsored by the Marine Turtle Re-
search Center (MTRC) and Ford’s Okinawan friends, including Muneoki
Nakamura, chief researcher at MTRC.

In order to raise awareness about endangered marine life, the MTRC or-
ganizes turtle releases for anyone who wants to participate for a small fee.
Funds are used to protect and breed sea turtles born on Okinawa.

“The Ford’s turtle release was a gesture of gratitude for the band’s cul-
tural contribution to Okinawa during Ford’s six-year tenure with them,” said
Nakamura, who met Ford in 2001 through a mutual friend. The release took
place one week before the Fords’ departure.

Five Loggerhead turtles were released. The turtles were put down on the
ground and the Ford family watched as they instinctively began to crawl to-
ward the ocean. “One of them, my family turtle, just sat there,” said Ford
“The turtle adjusted his body position just slightly, but did not make an at-
tempt to move into the water,” he added. “We all began to watch and wonder
what was the matter. Everyone thought the same thing: ‘the Fords don't want
to leave Okinawa and their turtle doesn't either!””

To make the release a commemorative event, each sea turtle was tagged
with an identification number representing the birth date of the releaser. The
identification tag also contained the MTRC facsimile number so that the turtle
can be tracked for research purposes. “We have a network with fishermen and
marine life research organizations all over the world,” said Nakamura. After
the turtles entered the ocean, the Ford family, the first participants from the US.
military community, was presented a certificate of commemoration by the MTRC.

Sea turtles are known for their ability to instinctively return to the exact
same egg-laying site where they were born to lay eggs of their own. However,
“due to coastal development and other factors, some of those sites are no
longer suitable for egg-laying and incubation,” Nakamura explained.

Turtle eggs which are laid on hazardous beaches are relocated by the
MTRC and incubated at a facility in Naha City. “Without relocation efforts,
the chances of survival would be slim to none,” said Nakamura. Successfully
hatched baby turtles are nursed for about one year until they grow strong
enough to swim to the outer ocean. It is reported that the turtles released at
Okinawa have been found in Hawaii, California, and Florida.
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Fi ve Logger head turtles were rel eased
by Janes A Ford, Il ME- Band Gfi cer,
and his fanmily and friends on Aug. 10

at Senaga Beach.

iSSR0 O O 00O
Photo courtesy of Marine

Turtl e Research Center




13

Naha sisters praise
Marine for kind act
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Kaori Tanahara
“Okina Wa” Editor

Four elderly sisters from Shuri, Naha City paid a visit to Camp Foster to
present flowers to a Marine who had “saved their lives” during an off-base
incident involving their burning vehicle on the Okinawa Expressway. The
presentation took place on September 3 during a morning formation held by
Headquarters and Service Battalion, Marine Corps Base.

Gunnery Sergeant John E. Gutierrez, from the Military Police Depart-
ment, was the Marine the siblings had waited nearly four months to meet
again to express their appreciation to for his act of kindness.

The incident occurred when the four sisters - Masako Isa (70), Shizuyo
Higa (55), Kiyoko Kamimura (66), and Yoshiko Oshiro (52) - were on their
way to Kin Town to attend a funeral for one of their relatives on April 19.
The siblings realized something was wrong with their van when they heard a
strange noise and saw a streak of smoke coming from under the hood. As-
suming it was because of an overheated engine, they pulled the van over to
the side of the road and waited, hoping it would cool down. However, flames
started coming out from under the hood, and the van quickly turned into an
uncontrollable inferno. Without a mobile phone to call for help, the four
women immediately exited the vehicle and began trying to attract the atten-
tion of other drivers. Eventually, Shizuyo decided to make a 200-meter dash
for help toward the nearest tollbooth. During her absence, Gunny Gutierrez
pulled over.

“| still have nightmares about that day. He indeed saved us from a situa-
tion filled with terror,” said Kiyoko as she recalled the day of the accident.
“There were so many cars that had passed by us before someone (Guttierez)
finally stopped and responded.”

The sisters then explained how the U.S. Marine tried his best to put out the
flames with a small extinguisher and even retrieved their handbags from the
burning vehicle. “Above all, he stayed with us throughout the entire ordeal,
which was very heartening to us,” Masako said.

GySgt. Gutierrez escorted the women from harm’s way to a safe distance,
where he had them wait inside his own car as fire trucks raced to the scene.
Soon after, the women reported hearing a loud explosive noise from behind -
it was the tires on their van bursting into flames. As the intensity of the fire
continued to grow, it quickly engulfed the trees standing on the slope at the
side of the road.

“If he hadn't been there to escort us away like that, we could have seriously
been injured, as we had no idea what to do while waiting for help, Masako said.
“He really saved our lives. We cannot thank him enough for that.”

After the unfortunate incident, however, the sisters realized that they had
not asked the Marine for his name. Masako and her three sisters’ desire to
meet GySgt. Gutierrez again and properly thank him prompted Masako to
write a letter to the U.S. Marine Corps on Okinawa. The letter passed through
many hands before it finally led Masako and her sisters to their hero.
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Qinnery Sgt.John E
Gtierrez of KBS Bn.,
MXB, stands wth the
four sisters af ter the
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The siblings cane to
Canp Foster on Sep.
3tothank Gtierrez.
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Marines volunteer time to
benefit senior citizens
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Story and photos by Cpl. Krystal N. Leach

For some Marines, helping individuals who don’t have the ability to help
themselves remains a part of the Marine Corps’ legacy. As one Marine
states, “It's why | joined the Marine Corps, to help not only people from my
own country, but others as well.” This statement alone can explain why a
group of Marines from Headquarters and Service Battalion, Marine Corps
Base, recently expressed a desire to provide a helping hand to the Shinseien
Senior Citizens Home.

With scrub brushes, rags and buckets filled with soapy water, 17 Marines
spent part of a morning beautifying the home. The effort was one of the
many scheduled monthly community activities H&S Bn. holds for service
members. “These types of activities help service members interact with the
local community,” said Hiroko Tomimura, community relations specialist, H&S
Bn.

Some of the Marines who participated have volunteered in the commu-
nity before. “This is not my first time volunteering for the local community,”
said Lance Cpl. David N. Morgan, requisitions clerk, Marine Corps Base Prop-
erty, H&S Bn. Morgan also volunteered at the Special Olympics 2002. Before
joining the Marine Corps, he also contributed his time and efforts back home
in Washington, Pa. to benefit local volunteer organizations there.

“This is really no different than what I've done for my community in the
States,” Morgan said. “I'm a part of this community now, and | think it’s
important to treat it the same as | would treat my own back home.”

Looking at the Marines working arduously, cleaning the windows and floors
of the home, Ruriko Nakasone, nursing care chief, said, “Thanks to the help
from the Marines, we can provide better nursing care for the residents.”

“I think it’s important for us to be here, helping out,” said Lance Cpl.
Kirkland L. Levarity, administration clerk, Installation Personnel Administra-
tion Center. “We are known as Marines for helping people in need.”

Most of the Marines who volunteered said their coming out to help the
elderly here was important to them because it represents who they are as
Marines and human beings.

When the work was completed and the Marines gathered to return back to
Camp Foster, an elderly woman reached out for one Marine’s hand. After
shaking hands with the elderly resident, the Marine smiled and strided out of
the nursing home wearing an expression revealing the satisfaction of a job
well done. “It makes me feel good to help others. It’s the least | can do,” the

: Marine stated on the bus
ride back to base.
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Lance Cpl. David
Lopez, supply clerk,
H&S Bn., MDB cl eans
bal cony w ndows at the
Shi nsei en Seni or
dtizens Hone
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Lance Q. Aaron M
Stevenson, supply
clerk, Mrine Grps
Base Property,
scrubos a floor of the
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H&S Bn., MIB, who
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Annual picnic attracts 350 /
employees and families
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Corporal Ryan D. Libbert

The Master Labor Contract/Indirect Hire Agreement Welfare
Committee hosted an annual social function for MLC employees at
Cape Zampa Aug.10.

Under a clear blue sky, more than 350 people at-
tended the event, which was aimed at giving
MLC employees a chance to relax and meet
other MLC/IHA employees and family
members.

“One of the welfare committee’s
main missions is to offer all
Okinawan employees a chance to
relax and get away from the work
place,” said Masakazu Akamine,
chairman of the committee. “As
a result, it raises their spirits and
contributes to increased productiv-
ity at each work place.”

The welfare committee is com-
prised of 25 volunteer members and is
responsible for the health and well being
of 3,488 MLC employees working for the Ma-
rine Corps and Navy on Okinawa.

Plenty of food and live entertainment, such as an Eisa
dance, were available for patrons of the gathering. Some Karaoke
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kids participated in “watermelon splitting” games and ground golf to
win their favorite prizes.
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|’ ve al ways wondered why only negative things get so nuch
nedia attention wen it cones tothe US nilitay. Hease
send nore infornation that the public of (ki nawa coul dn't
ot ai n before such as individua -1 evel heartwarning friend
ships, interactions at schods ad athers. Thefirst stepisto
under st and each other to know each other, igitit? The “Ask
Jun” col unm was so infornative that it nade ne go “ahal”
Narumi Uchima, le Village)

| really enjoyed the first edition and it was nice to be able to
share the articles with my Japanese family. Looking forward
to future issues. (George
Colona, Okinawa City)
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interested in vel fare, educati on and infornation about things
on bases. (Nago City Social Welfare Association, Masakazu
Nashiro)

Hello. | work as an English teacher at a technical college in
Naha and happened to come across the first issue of “Okina
Wa”. | find that this publication will be very beneficial to my
students ... (Yushika Yamashiro, Naha)
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Wa" . (Masanari Tomori, Kita ooooooooQ spect for the devoted efforts

Nakagusuku Village) made by all the members of the
00moo0000Do98-892-5111 U.S. Marine Corps. | am certain

0oo) 645-0787 (FAX) 645-3803 that publishing the Marine Corps

Dear, edta d “Bg Grcle”
| was so touched by severa articles, especially “Hnorary
Mrine returns to kinava wth heart” and “HSV to renai n on
(ki nava”. | respect and appreciate your great ef fat tobea
good nei ghbor in ki nava. (Col Takeo Yamaoka, Military At-
tache Embassy of Japan in Washington D.C.)
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| anwiting toyou af ter | read your nagazi ne sent to ny
dfice. 1'dlike to have one copy sent to nyself because | am

magazine “Okina Wa” will help
local residents understand the devoted acts of Marines who,
as good neighbors, work hard together for mutual prosperity
and benefit while contributing to world prosperity and
peace...(Eiji Teruya, Nago City)
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Thank you for taking the time to read “Okina Wa” and provide us
your comments. Your comments, suggestion and feedback will help
improve “Okina Wa” !
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625-2544 ihaf@3div.usmc.mil




E-mail subscriptions to this publication are available on-line by visiting
www.okinawa.usmc.mil/okina_wa/subscribe and completing the on-line
subscription form. Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the latest
issue has been posted on the website. The publication can be viewed
in .PDF format on-line or downloaded off the web.

Okina Wa is an authorized publication of the United States

Marine Corps. It is published to inform Okinawan com-

munity leaders, educators and concerned organizations and

persons about U.S. Marine Corps activities on Okinawa and

in the region. The contents of Okina Wa are not necessar

official views of, or endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Gov-
ernment or Department of Defense. It is published quarterly by the
Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Marine Corps Base Camp Butler
098-892-5111 ext. 645-0787.

Okina Wa is on the web at www.okinawa.usme.mil/okina_wa
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